
LICENSING FOR BOWEN ISLAND BUSINESS

Business Summit, October 18, 2016
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION (RES#16-249), JULY 25, 2016

 It was moved and seconded that Council direct the Economic 
Development Committee to include in its 2017 work plan the feasibility 
of implementing municipal business licensing and report back to Council 
with recommendations by April 2017.  Carried unanimously.

 Importance of feedback from the community.





HISTORY



CONTEXT





EXAMPLES

 Short-term rentals

 Intermunicipal business licensing







ISSUES

 Priority: How important is business licensing?

 Public education: What do people need to know?

 Scalability: Can we start small? Should we start big?

 Fees: What would they be? 

 Inspections: Would there be any? How would that work?

 Monitoring and enforcement: How would that work?

 Administrative cost: What would this cost? Worth it?

 Cost of doing nothing: What would that be?



DISCUSSION

What are the advantages you see for Bowen business 
licenses?

What makes you nervous?
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